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Summary: 


Saturos and Menardi's group stops for a rest in the woods. 
Jenna isn't too pleased about what's on the menu, while 
Felix ends up wishing he'd kept his mouth shut. 


Takes place some time after Mercury lighthouse. 


Campfire 


The group had stopped in a small forest in order to rest. By 
now it consisted of the two Proxians Saturos and Menardi, 
the Mercury adept Alex, Felix, his younger sister Jenna and 
the scholar Kraden. 


Jenna almost fell straight to the ground from exhaustion. 
Today had been like always. They had just walked, walked 
and walked some more. Breaks were only taken when 
absolutely necessary. That usually meant the times when 
Jenna or Kraden threatened to pass out. The pace was 
always a brisk one. Sometimes even Saturos and Menardi 
would look exhausted, and they were the most well-trained 
of the bunch. They were the ones doing most of the fighting 
too. Their physical condition truly was something to envy. 


While Alex didn’t look the part, he seemed to tire just as 
slowly as the pair. And Felix had gotten somewhat used to it 
during the years he had traveled with them. That left Jenna 
and Kraden. Jenna had never even been outside Vale up 
until now. Kraden was an old man and was constantly 
struggling to keep up with the others. Sometimes Saturos 
even carried him a part of the way. 


Currently, all of them were gathered around a small 
campfire. 


On the menu was grilled monster. It had become a very 
common dish on their journey. Jenna had objected in the 
beginning, demanding proper food. Menardi had been quick 
to teach her that things didn’t work that way in their group. 
Saturos and Menardi adamantly refused to bring along 


anything that could be deemed unnecessary, reasoning that 
it would slow their pace too much. Unnecessary also covered 
food - it was simple enough to come by in the wild. Monsters 
practically threw themselves at the group, which only left 
cutting off the usable parts after battle when dinner time 
came close and then grilling them. 


“this isn’t even grilled monster, this is just ash!” Jenna 
complained. 


“It’s only slightly dark,” Saturos replied and took a bite of 
the food. Granted, it was not as bad as Jenna made it out to 
be, but the food didn’t look appetizing and the fact that 
some pieces still had claws didn't help. 


Jenna still didn’t give up. “It smells.” 


“Then lIl take it. It's perfectly safe to eat,” was the blue- 
Skinned man’s blunt reply. He stretched out his hand and 
chuckled as he saw Jenna move away from him. “Decided 
against it after all, hmm?” 


Jenna pouted and began to eat. She didn’t want to risk 
going hungry. 


Menardi cocked her head and turned to Saturos. “Why don't 
you just take it? She didn’t seem to want it mere moments 
ago. It would serve her right for being ungrateful.” 


“Menardi!” Felix loudly voiced his objection. It was rare for 
him to speak up, and seemed to amuse Menardi. 


“But it’s true, Felix. You heard her yourself,” she replied with 
a smirk. 


“I thought I told you to stop bullying Jenna,” Felix said. 


Menardi simply shrugged. “Bullying? Pah. It’s just a bit of 
friendly teasing.” 


Right. Like Menardi got friendly with anyone, the boy 
thought to himself. 


When they finished eating, Jenna and Kraden were the first 
to fall asleep. It was only natural as they were the most 
exhausted too. Alex went for a walk while the others 
remained by the campfire. 


“What do you think the next lighthouse will be like?” 
Menardi asked. 


“At least we managed to put blasted Mercury behind us,” 
Saturos replied. It was the worst element, no doubt. He had 
never imagined that the power of Mercury could do what it 
did to his physical strength at the lighthouse. 


Menardi sighed. “I told you that I’d help but you were the 
one who turned down my offer.” 


“Someone needed to look after the hostages! And | had no 
idea that it would have that much of an impact on my 
power,” Saturos argued. 


His partner smiled. “That’ll be an advantage if anything 
were to happen on Venus Lighthouse.” 


“How come?” Felix asked. “You two are mars adepts, so how 
would the power of Venus help you?” 


“Venus and Mars are related,” Menardi explained. “Because 
of that, the power of Venus will prove beneficial to us as 
well.” 


“I just hope that the architects of Venus lighthouse didn’t 
have the same obsession with puzzles as the water clan,” 
Saturos said. The puzzles back in Imil had caused them 
quite a headache. 


Menardi nodded. “Indeed... for this mission we were trained 
to fight, not solve convoluted riddles!” 


“It only seems natural that such an important place would 
be well-defended,” Felix pointed out. 


“Are you trying to tell me something, boy?” Menardi glared 
daggers at Felix. 


He was quick to jut back and shake his head. “N-no, not at 
all!” 


“If he finds the riddles that easy, why don’t we just let him 
solve them next time?” Saturos suggested. 


Menardi gave an approving nod. “Hmm. That’s a good idea.” 


Felix sighed. Great. Now he would be made fun of every time 
there was something he couldn’t figure out. 


“You better get some rest now, Felix,” Menardi suggested. 


The boy looked surprised. When had he last heard that line 
coming from her? 


“I can’t wait for all the riddles we'll get to throw at you at the 
next lighthouse.” The woman’s lips curled into a mean smile. 


Of course, there was the catch. Felix sighed as he went to 
sleep. 


